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WHIMSIES: KEN OLSEN & THE 
AMERICAN FOLK ART TRADITION

I became a builder and carver of old-looking pieces.
-Ken Olsen

The Museum’s maritime 
exhibit has sailed into the 

sunset and taking its berth in the 
main gallery is a retrospective look 
at the work of  artist Ken Olsen.  
A longtime resident of Madison, 
New Jersey, Olsen (1921-2010) 

was inspired by his 18th century 
house and the Americana his wife 
Bette filled it with to create amusing 
and loving pieces deeply rooted in the 
American folk art tradition.  Simply 
put: he looked back 
to the past, saw what 

was good and fun — and made more 
of it. 

Olsen's lifelong passion for 
creating things with his hands 
began as a youngster growing 
up in Jersey City.  “When I was 
a little boy, I always wanted to go 
fishing,” he recalled. “I began carving 
and assembling fish lures – my first 
carvings!”  He learned from his father, a carpenter and 

shipbuilder, how to work 
with wood, but put this 
aside to study advertising 
art in New York City 
and became a successful 
commercial artist.  

Olsen referred to his works 
as “whimsies” and wanted 
them to entertain.  His 
creations are rooted in 
the 18th century American 

folk tradition of whirligigs, signs, toys, and 
patriotic figures.  His works celebrate nature, 
the founding fathers, his 
own family, story-telling and 
modern themes. 

“Some ideas just spring from 
nowhere,” Olsen said, “while 
other pieces are fashioned around 
objects found in an antiques store 
or on a nature walk.” 

This exhibit pays respect to 
the work of Ken Olsen and lightheartedly explores its 
historical precedents in early American culture, trades 
and crafts.

Whimsies: Ken Olsen & the American 
Folk Art Tradition  will run from 
September 13th to January 15th.  

The Museum thanks Bette Olsen 
and her family for making the 
exhibit possible.

See more of Ken's creations 
on page 8.
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Peter Rothenberg, Curator
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 Mission Statement

 The mission of the Museum of Early Trades & Crafts 
is to enhance the understanding and appreciation of 

America’s past by presenting and interpreting the history, 
culture and lives of ordinary people through educational 
programs, through preservation and stewardship of our 

collection, and through exhibition and demonstration of 
the trades and crafts practiced 

in New Jersey from its earliest settlement.
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collection of over 3,000 artifacts.
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Students, Seniors & Children: $3.00 

Family Rate: $13.00 
Members: FREE

FROM THE DIRECTOR

What a busy summer we have had here at the Museum!

  Our exhibit, Mariners, Merchant and Pirates was a huge hit 
and brought in many new visitors and inspired a number of 
public programs, including our popular Summer Camp for 
a Day.

The Downtown Concert Series season had such a diverse line-up this year 
from classic rock bands to smooth jazz.  We are excited to see our concert 
audiences growing and a lot of new faces in the crowd.  The Museum is 
already getting calls from performers who would like to be a part of the 2012 
season.  We can't begin to thank the concert's sponsors: The Arts Council 
of the Morris Area, Star Ledger, Blue Ridge Mountain Sports, The Provident 
Bank, and Whole Foods, enough for their generosity.  I would also like to 
thank Madison Honda, the Downtown Development Commission and the 
Madison Police Department for their continuous support.  

We are excited to announce the opening of our new exhibit, Whimsies: 
Ken Olsen & the American Folk Art Tradition.  Ken Olsen was a beloved local 
artist whose talents were exceptional.  The exhibit features everything 
from paintings to carvings to whirligigs.  Each object is unique and brings 
amusement to all.  We will have some fun workshops and programs related 
to the exhibit throughout its duration.  Please see our calendar of events on 
page 5 for more information.

I am pleased to say our Fall Fundraiser, this year titled Investing in our 
Children will be held on Wednesday, November 2nd at 6:00pm right here 
at the Museum.  There will be refreshments, music and our popular silent 
auction.  We will be honoring Investors Bank for all the support and 
generosity they have shown us over the years.

The fall season has always been a popular one here at the Museum.  We have 
a lot of great programs coming up that will appeal to visitors of all ages.  I 
hope you can join us soon at some of our events.

Vivian C. R. James
Jefferson W. Kirby Executive Director

Sincerely,

INVESTING IN OUR CHILDREN
METC'S FALL  FUNDRAISER

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2ND

6:00PM

BUY YOUR TICKETS TODAY!  
VISIT WWW.METC.ORG.

!AY!  
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METC’s ONE-DAY SUMMER CAMPS CONTINUE THEIR POPULARITY

The Museum of Early Trades & Crafts hosted 9 separate Summer Day Camps during July and August.  Ranging in topics 
from pirates to dolls to carpentry, the One-Day Camps attracted boys and girls, aged 4 – 12, from surrounding areas 

including Union, Morris, and Somerset counties.  “I like the convenience of bringing my child for a creative and fun-filled experience, 
without the commitment of a full-week camp,” commented one mother.

The camp also offered local teenagers and college students—serving as volunteer camp counselors—the chance to plan with 
the educators, interact with and help the campers, and earn community service credits for their school.

Each camp session, based on a theme relevant to the Museum’s collections, included lessons in historical background, 
Museum tours, and a variety of relevant crafts.  “The Education Department had a lot of fun planning and running the camps,” 
commented Curator of Education Meg Wastie.  “Each teacher was able to sign up to create, plan, and teach as many camps as 
desired. I liked giving my educators the autonomy to ‘take ownership’ of an idea and go with it.” Camp educators this year were Kati 
Brower, Victoria Jensen, Marie Seilus, and Meg Wastie.

The summer camp schedule opened on July 12th, with 13 children participating in the “Navigators & Knots” camp.  Children 
toured the Mariners, Merchants & Pirates exhibit, learned about early New Jersey sailing and trade, and the special rope 
techniques important to sailors.

Other camp themes included “Shells & Sailor Valentines,” “Pirate Booty,” “Pirate Tales,” and “Caleb the Carpenter.”  Caleb 
Burroughs, a Madison carpenter (and founder of Madison’s first funeral parlor which still bears his name) inspired the 
carpentry camp, attended by 16 boys and girls. The children learned about tools, made their own tool boxes, and spent the 
afternoon creating imaginative objects from piles of scrap wood.  “I was happy to introduce the children to one of our Madison 
‘favorite sons,’” commented Wastie.  “This camp will now be offered every summer.”  See scenes of camp below.

“Dolly & Me Tea Party” camp—an annual favorite—this year held on August 31st, invited girls to bring their dolls for a day at 
the Museum, which included learning about old-fashioned dolls, making paper dolls, and hosting a tea party—complete with 
china tea set—at which the girls learned manners and etiquette. 

“I only signed my daughter up for one camp,” noted another parent, “but she had so much fun, I signed her up for two more before 
I left!”

“So many camps have rather ‘lame’ crafts.  I liked the fact that my son was learning things and coming home from the Museum of Early 
Trades & Crafts with creative and meaningful crafts,” shared another parent. -Meg Wastie, Curator of Education 

CALEB THE CARPENTERPIRATE BOOTY
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SMART START

Over the past year, young children 3-5 years old, and their parents have been joining Curator of Education, 
Meg Wastie in creative, hands-on craft projects and story time every second and fourth Monday of the 

month.  The program has been very successful and will continue throughout 2012.  Below is a schedule of the 
up-coming smART stARTs for the rest of the year.  Look for the new listing of next year's sessions coming soon 
on our website. 

October 10, 2011  Felted wool acorns/Fall coloring page
October 24, 2011  Halloween crafts/stories
November 14, 2011  Pine cone turkeys/Coloring page
November 28, 2011  Folk Art pinwheels
December 12, 2011  Decorations: wooden soldiers
December 26, 2011  “Boxing Day” – decorated boxes

Pre-registration required!  Admission is $3/person.  To register call 973-377-2982 x12 or email schools@metc.org.

CELTIC  H ARP 
for a Winter's Day

 SUNDAY , D ECEMBER  11th

2:00 PM

Admission is 
$10 for Non-Members 
& $5 for Members.  

Call 973-377-2982 x14 for reservations.
Space is limited.  Pre-registration is strongly recommended. 

You are invited to join 
us for a family-friendly 
concert of seasonal music 
on the Celtic harp 
with musician 
Odarka Stockert.  

SEE THE MUSEUM 
THROUGH A DIFFERENT  LENS!

Go on a unique photographic walking tour of the 
Museum of Early Trades & Crafts.

SATURDAY , OCTOBER 22ND

10 AM  TO NOON

Join experienced photographer and Museum Trustee 
Tom Judd as he leads a unique photographic walking 
tour of the Museum.  

While on the tour, attendees will explore the Museum 
both inside and out and will learn a variety of creative 
and artistic photographic techniques.  Photographic 
subjects include elements of the historic James Library 
building, artifacts on display and the current exhibit.  
To see some of Tom’s photographs, please visit 
www.juddpage.com.

Participants will use their own camera.  Open to all skill 
levels.  Cameras capable 
of time exposures, a tripod 
and a ! ash are preferred, 
but not required.  

Space is limited.  Pre-
registration required.  
Admission is $10 for 
non-members & $7 for 
members.  Call 973-377-
2982 x14 to register.



FALL CALENDAR OF EVENTS
OCTOBER
BOTTLE HILL DAY
Sat., October 1st 11 AM - 4 PM
Stationed on the front lawn of the 
Museum, members of the New Jersey 
Frontier Guard will recreate and 
demonstrate daily life of the mid-18th 
century New Jersey resident.  FREE!

MORRISTOWN’S FALL FESTIVAL 
ON THE GREEN
Sun., October 2nd Noon - 5 PM
Visit the Museum's booth at 
Morristown’s annual Fall Festival.  
Family friendly!   For more information 
contact the Morris County Tourism Bureau 
at 973-631-5151.  FREE!

FAMILY FUN DAY
Sat., October 8th 1 - 3 PM
Join us at the Museum for lots of 
family fun and a craft activity.  Advance 
registration recommended; call x12.  
Regular Admission.

smART stART
Mon., October 10th & 24 th 
1 PM - 3 PM
Children and their parents are invited 
to drop in and participate in creative, 
hands-on projects and story time.  For 
ages 3-5.  Pre-registration required one week 
in advance of each session! Admission is 
$3/person. To register call x12.

TOY MAKING
Sat., October 15th 11 AM - 3 PM
Meet craftsman Herb Kean and his 
apprentice as they demonstrate how to 
make simple wooden toys.  Throughout 
this on-going demonstration, attendees 
will get hands-on opportunities to assist 
Herb.  Visit the Museum any time 
between 11am-3pm to participate.  
Regular Admission.  Call x14.

EDUCATOR WORKSHOP
Thurs., October 20th 4 - 6 PM
METC will host a workshop for 
educators, providing 2 Professional 
Education Credits.  Highlights include 
crafts and lesson ideas for the classroom.  
Pre-registration required, call x12.  FREE!

CAMERA WALKING  TOUR
Sat., October 22nd 10 AM - Noon 
 Join photographer and Museum 
Trustee Tom Judd as he leads a 
unique photographic walking tour of 
the Museum.  Attendees will explore 
the METC, inside and out, and 
learn a variety of creative and artistic 
photographic techniques.  Participants 
will use their own cameras.  Open 
to all skill levels.  Cameras capable of 
time exposures, a tripod and a flash 
are preferred, but not required.  Space 
is limited.  Pre-registration required.  
Admission is $10 for non-members & 
$7 for members.  Call x14 to register.

TRICKS-N-TREATS
Sat., October 29th 1 - 3 PM
Once again the Museum will host a 
hauntingly fun Halloween-themed 
afternoon.  Come in costume 
and participate in a number of 
activities, including games and crafts.  
Pre-registration recommended.  For more 
information call x12.  Regular Admission.

NOVEMBER
INVESTING IN OUR CHILDREN
Wed., November 2nd 6 - 8 PM
A festive evening to raise funds for 
the Museum's education programs 
honoring Investors Bank.  For tickets 
call x14 or visit www.metc.org.

A WEEKEND OF WHIMSIES-
WOODWORKING !  
SAT., NOV. 5TH & SUN., NOV. 6TH  
1 PM - 3 PM
Saturday: Children and their families 
will create and decorate snake toys out 
of wooden spools and string.  Sunday: 
Teens and adults will make and 
decorate whimsical folk art sculptures 
of animals using an assortment of 
wooden pieces, letting the different 
shapes inspire their creations.  Advance 
registration required; call x14.  Admission is 
$7 for Non-members & $5 for Members.

FAMILY FUN DAY
Sat., November 12th 1 - 3 PM
Join us at the Museum for lots of 
family fun and a craft activity.  Advance 
registration recommended; call x12.  
Regular Admission.

smART stART
Mon. November 14th & 28 th  
1 PM - 3 PM
Children and their parents are invited 
to drop in and participate in creative, 
hands-on projects and story time.  For 
ages 3-5.  Pre-registration required one week 
in advance of each session! Admission is 
$3/person. To register call x12.

TEDDY BEAR PICNIC
Mon., November 14th 4 - 5 PM
Bring your teddy bear and help us 
honor National Teddy Bear Day, with 
a Teddy Bear Picnic. Listen to teddy 
bear stories, make a teddy bear craft 
and enjoy yummy teddy bear treats.  
Appropriate for children 2-6 years old.  
Advanced registration recommended, call 
x12.  $3 admission/ participant & Regular 
Admission for all others.

DROP SPINDLE WORKSHOP: 
ANDEAN PLY
Wed., November 30th  6 PM 
Learn how to Andean ply with Museum 
Director Vivian C.R. James.  Particpants 
will learn how to wind a Andean bracelet 
and use it to ply both a 2 ply and 3 ply 
yarn using only the yarn from one spindle.  
Participants must already be familiar with 
using a drop spindle and bring two full 
spindles singles that can be doubled and 
tripled.  Advance registration required; call 
973-377-2982 x14.  Admission is $7 for 
Non-members & $5 for Members.

For more information on these or any other Museum programs, call 973-377-2982 
& the extension listed or visit our website, www.metc.org.
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Continued on Page 8.

Don't forget to visit us on 
Facebook
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...

WHIMSIES WORKSHOPS & MORE

Throughout the duration of the new exhibit, there will be many interactive workshops and programs being held 
at the Museum exploring the world of Folk Art.
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Meet craftsman Herb Kean and his apprentice as they 
create simple Colonial style toys made from wood.  

Watch, discuss and help with the making of these toys.  
This hands-on demonstration is open to all ages and is 

free with Regular Admission.
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Saturday: Children and their families will create and 
decorate snake toys out of wooden spools and string.  
Sunday: Teens and adults will make and decorate 
whimsical folk art sculptures of animals using an 
assortment of wooden pieces, letting the different 
shapes inspire their creations.

Space is limited.  Pre-registration required.  
$7 for Non-members & $5 for Members 

(includes all supplies).
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Educator Rachel Prager will lead participants in unique 
workshops where they will  learn techniques needed 

to make toys out of paper.  Participants will 
get the opportunity to create a number of toys that 

they can bring home.  

Children’s workshop will be held on Saturday, 
December 3rd and Adult Workshop will be held 

Sunday, December 4th.  

Space is limited.  Pre-
registration required.  

Admission is $7 for Non-
members and $5 for Members.  

Call 973-377-2982 x14
 to register. 
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Meet Macculloch Hall Historical 
Museum's F.M. Kirby Curator of 

Collections, Ryan Hyman, and learn 
about how Thomas Nast in! uenced 

American culture, including the 
familiar image of Uncle Sam.

Space is limited.  
Pre-registration recommended.  

Admission is $6 for Non-
members and $3 for Members.  

Call 973-377-2982 x14 
to register. 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

NEW & RENEWING MEMBERS
Donna R. Barnes

Bernards Township Library
Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Brown

Anne & Anthony Callaghan
Mark & Kathyrn De Biasse

Michele Luciano Faas & Robert Faas 
Margie Ferrari

Drs. Jo & Allan Formicola

Lara Freidenfelds
Kathleen Havens
Kathleen Herring

Madison Public Library
John P. Munter
Karen Neate

Art Seif
Anne Simms & Ben Vitale

ANNUAL FUND
Please Support the Museum's Annual Appeal.  

Your donation helps the continuation of our on-going, high-quality public and education programs.

•   Associate  $50-99

•   Silver  $500-999

•   Friend  $100-249 

•   Gold  $1000-2499 

•   Benefactor  $250-499 

•   Platinum   $2500 +

Name:                                                                                                                         

Address:                                                                         City:                                     State:               Zip:                    

Email:                                                                      Phone:                                                        

Payment method:  • Check   • MC   • VS          • Matching Gift form enclosed

Card #:                                                                        Exp.          /          Signature:                                                                 

Please make checks payable to - Museum of Early Trades & Crafts

•   I am interested in including the Museum of Early Trades & Crafts in my/our will or estate plan.

•   I have included the Museum of Early Trades & Crafts in my/our will or estate plan.

ANNUAL FUND & DONATIONS 

PLATINUM
Sarah L. Boles

GOLD
Thomas & Ellen Judd

SILVER
Andrew & Lisa Boles

BENEFACTOR
Martin Barbato, Esq.

FRIEND
Chris Alberth

Carole & Joe Glade
Judy & Dennis Mullins

Lawrence & Mary Prendergast
Susanne & Edward von der Linde
Ruth Zowader & Philip Anderson

ASSOCIATE
Graham & Suzanne Bowles

Edward Campbell
Catherine & Robert Coultas

John Hemmendinger
Richard & Judith Jahnke

Eleanor H. Stoddard
William Strand

William C. & Sandi Sweeney

DONATIONS
Marion O. Harris

Caroline & William List

(Memberships/donations received after September 20th are not included on these lists)
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FALL EDITION  2011

Fall Calendar of Events ...continued

DECEMBER
PAPER TOY WORKSHOP 
Sat., December 3rd & Sun., December 4th  2 PM
Discover how a sheet of paper can be more than just 
something to write on.  Participants will create a number of 
toys that they can bring home.  Children’s workshop will be 
held on Sat., Dec. 3rd and Adult Workshop will be held Sun., Dec. 
4th.  Space is limited.  Pre-registration required.  Admission is $7 for 
Non-members and $5 for Members.  Call x14 to register.  

FAMILY FUN DAY
Sat., December 10th  1 - 3 PM
Join us at the Museum for lots of family fun and a craft 
activity.  Advance registration recommended; call x12.  
Regular Admission.

CELTIC HARP FOR A WINTER’S DAY
Sun., December 11th 2 PM 
Take in the beauty of the season with harpist, Odarka Stockert 
as she delights audience members with her enchanting 
melodies.  Space is limited.  Pre-registration is strongly 
recommended.  Call x14.  Admission is $10 for Non-Members & $5 
for Members.

smART stART
Mon., December 12th1 PM - 3 PM
Children and their parents are invited to drop in and 
participate in creative, hands-on projects and story time.  For 
ages 3-5.  Pre-registration required one week in advance of each 
session! Admission is $3/person. To register call x12.

New Exhibit Sneak Peak

To learn more about these objects and artist Ken 
Olsen, visit the Museum's new exhibit Whimsies: 

Ken Olsen & the American Folk Art Tradition.  Open until 
January 15th.

Return Service Requested


