
As 
 we have seen this past month, it seems that 
spring has always been a fickle friend!!  Weather 
aside, spring to me always means a clean slate 

and new beginnings--an opportunity to start new projects, 
cultivate those that are already in the works and think about 
the future.  We have lots to think about here at METC,  and 
this spring is turning out to be one of our busiest ever.  
When I joined the staff two years ago, we were concerned 
that our education programs were being negatively 
impacted by increased school testing and curriculum 
changes in the schools.  But our ability to refine our 
programming offering flexible options for teachers 

combined with an increased marketing plan and other 
incentives, students are participating in our programs at a 
higher number than in the past two years.  In fact, we have 

seen an increase in participation across the board, and I believe that a number of 
factors are at play here:  offering a variety of different programs and events to 
appeal to a broader audience; increased social media;  a more vigorous exhibition 
schedule and, most importantly, increased engagement throughout our 
community. 

Growth for a museum of our size can be a challenge. We need to be able to take 
advantage of opportunities that come along, but also recognize that the 
infrastructure, the staffing and the support systems needs to be in place before 
×Å ÃÁÎ ÍÁËÅ ÁÎÙ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔ ÃÈÁÎÇÅȢ  (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÍÅÁÎ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ 
working towards expanding our reach in different ways or seeking new 
partnerships and new opportunities to meet the needs of a more diverse 
audience.  For example,  in February we collaborated with Kings Road School 
students to create a portion of our current exhibition.  The students also 
participated by helping us plant our Tower Garden with lettuce, arugula, bok choy 
and other edible garden delights.  We have also worked collaboratively with the 
Rutgers University Extension's Master Gardeners, the Madison Y and Short 
Stories Book Hub.  I firmly believe that working together and supporting other 
institutions and organizations that promote education and creative learning can 
only strengthen us, help us grow, compel us to be more inclusive and to reach out 
beyond our comfort zone. 

Spring 2017 has lots more in store for us, I am sure--although hopefully not 
weather related!  I am very excited about our continuing workshops on Container 
Gardens led by Beth Riley; a special auction of twelve  hand-crafted benches to 
benefit our Education Programs on May 12; METC's  Family Farm Day event on 
June 3 (we will have cuddly little goats!!); the Farm to Table luncheon at 
Restaurant Serenade on June 17.  There's much more to see and do here at METC, 
and I do hope you will make a point of joining us for at least one of these fabulous 
events.  We are so much more than a local history museum-- we are a place to find 
out new things, to learn from the stories we tell about the people of early New 
Jersey and to be an active part of the community.   

You will find lots of interesting articles in this edition of our Newsletter providing 
you with an depth information about all the exciting programs and events this 
spring.  So please take a few minutes to read through and to share with your 
friends, neighbors, colleagues and family, and spring into action with your 
favorite museum! - Deborah Farrar Starker 
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Deborah Farrar Starker, 
Executive Director 

"IN SPRING, I HAVE COUNTED 136 DIFFERENT KINDS 

OF WEATHER INSIDE OF 24 HOURS."  - MARK TWAIN  
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Nothing remains static. Our towns, our jobs, our family relationships, and even our everyday 
lives are subject to constant change. Our home in the James Library Building is an example. 
/ÐÅÎÅÄ ÉÎ ρωππȟ $Ȣ 7ÉÌÌÉÓ *ÁÍÅÓȭ ÍÁÇÎÉÆÉÃÅÎÔ 2ÉÃÈÁÒÄÓÏÎÉÁÎ 2ÏÍÁÎÅÓÑÕÅ 2ÅÖÉÖÁÌ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ 
was originally home to the Madison public library. Then change happened, and in 1969 the 
building became home to the fledgling Museum of Early Trades & Crafts. Originally it was set 
up as an exhibit as a whole, with areas set off by interior walls and partitions, and with the 
collection of our founders Edgar and Agnes Land illustrating the various themes. This 
worked for over 20 years, but then change happened again. 

)Î ÔÈÅ ρωωπȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÎÅÅÄÅÄ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÉÎÔÅÒÉÏÒ ÒÅÎÏÖÁÔÉÏÎÓȢ -ÒȢ ,ÁÎÄȭÓ ÐÁÒÔÉÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÅÒÅ 
removed, the stunning interior details were refurbished, and the electrical/mechanical 
infrastructure was modernized. New displays were designed, fabricated and installed. The 
museum took on the appearance that is familiar to our present day visitors. 

Twenty years later, change is coming again! While our permanent exhibits are still 
informative and tell the story of everyday life in the 18th and 19th centuries, available 
technology has changed and so has visitor expectations. We are currently in the process of re
-designing and re-interpreting our main -level stacks exhibit. This interactive exhibit will 
focus on the lives of families, but  will be presented through the eyes of children. The area 
will be more accessible, with better lighting and interactive components. As time and 
finances permit, this same task of re-examining, re-interpreting and re-designing will spread 
through our museum. 

#ÏÍÅ ÓÅÅ ÕÓȦ 3ÅÅ ÈÏ× ×ÅȭÒÅ ÉÎÃÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÍÕÓÅÕÍ ÂÅÓÔ-practice ideas while 
remaining true to our mission of remembering the past and relating it to the present and 
future. And change your ideas of what a museum can mean for you.ɂThomas H. Judd 

Thomas H.  Judd 
METC Board Chair 
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The Chairmanõs Letter 

I  n September, METC will open an illuminating exhibit, SPARK! The Explosive and Dirty 
History of Light. The exhibit explores the beautiful (and often dangerous) candles, oil 

lamps, and other lighting devices that lit homes in the 18th and 19th centuries. Artificial light 
shaped our world, but people shaped its forms. The exhibit will engage our visitors with the 
fascinating story about all the early forms of light and provide a deeper appreciation for the 
effort that went into the development of the lighting that fills their homes and work.  

The exhibit also introduces the craftspeople who grappled with tallow, whale oil, and finally 
petroleum to make that light possible. These people and the technologies they pioneered 
paved the way for the electric lights that power our communities today. 

Light continues to shape our lives in profound ways. This interactive exhibit will explore 
some of the new technologies that will allow future generations to enjoy the benefits of light 
while also preserving the environment and its resources. 

S PA R K !  T h e  E x p l o s i v e  a n d  D i r t y  H i s t o r y  o f  L i g h t 

Betty Lamp (circa 1850) 

Do you love working with people? We are looking for a volunteer to assist with admissions, 
museum shop, reception and other visitor services. The museum is looking for coverage from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. during the week. The volunteer should be someone with a professional manner who 
can staff the main desk, assist with external communication projects as well as various other duties 
as required.  Volunteering in this position does require walking or standing to a significant degree.  
If you are interested in volunteering please contact Tara Heffernan, Assistant Director, Operations 
by email, operations@metc.org or by phone, 973-377-2982 ext. 13. 

mailto:operations@metc.org



