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SHINING LIGHT ON NEW JERSE® IMPORTANT
ROLE IN ARTIFICALLIGHTA NEwW EXHIBIT!

ow many lights do you think turn on and off in a day?
4 Ten, twenty, fifty? That simple flick of your finger

The"

will have more meaning after a visit toSPARK! The
Exp|osive Explosive and Dirty History of Light METC newest exhibit
and Diriy opening on September 18. Developed by METC's curator of
I-!is’rory of collections, Kristen Lapos, the exhibit will foster a greater
Light appreciation for every bit of light that we rely on every day to

METC

Al Bl d do our work, to read our books, to text and to play.

Hard to imagine, but just over 100 years our historic building
-Madison's original public library-- was one of the first
ATl i1 AOAEAT AOQEI AET ¢cO O1 AA

library with working lights that would enable people to come
in and read any time day or night! The use of artificial light
has a long history and we invite you to stop by and see fc
yourself just a small sampling of some of the ways we hay
been illuminating our lives for the past few hundred years.

1891 Tiffany kerosene lamp
Along with the exhibit, METC is offering a series of programgourtesy of Morris Museum.

sponsored by Investors Bank that includes a lecture about Thomas Edison; a
family-friendly presentation about a captain of a whaling ship, and other
programs for children We invite you to visit us this fall and experience some of
New Jersey's history. You might just learn an interesting fact or two.

SPARK! ROGRAMSERIEA SPONSOREBY ‘IX'. investors Bank

Banking in your best interest.

Edison and the Origins of Electric Lighting Light up the Holidays Drojn Craft
Sunday, October 15 | 2 3PM |$8.00 December 9 | 12- 3PM | Included with Paid ad-
Prof. Paul Israel, Rutgers Paul Israel, Director andhission
Editor of the Thomas A. Edison Papers, will pres®METC invites children to create unique holiday
the fascinating history of electric light in NJ. ornaments using lightbulbs. These sustainable anc
o . . creative ornaments, inspired by METC's current
MEMBERS\ND DONORS g Lighting the Way Children's Program exhibit SPARK! The Explosive and Dirty History of

November 9 | 1-3PM | $10/child, $8 members
What was life like before electric lights? At this

program children ages® can join an METC Optical Illusions Children's Program

educator to find out! Experience working by candl nuary 13 | £ 3PM | $10 per child, $8 members
light and problem solve how early Americans ”"e%(plore optics and early electricity at METC!

Light, will light up your holiday season!

" FARMTO TABLEAT

" RESTAURANTSERENADE without electricity. Make a candle and design a tirBring your creativity and imagination as we dis-
lantern while learning the trade of tin punching.

cover how light works through crafts such as a
Greasy Luck!" by History on the Hoof kaleidqscope, experiments and the SPARK! exhibi
December 1| 67PM | FREE For children ages -62.

"Greasy Luck" is a famflyendly and interactive

event that brings to life the exciting story of Lelan®Register ONLINE for METC Events at
Emerson, captain of the whaling ship Sarah Ann in ~WWW.metc.org/metc-calendar.

the year 1843.
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From the Director: What Would you Like to See at METC?

happened long ago and have no connection to us today. But history does not live

entirely in the past. As Dr. Mariruth Lefwich, Director of Education at the Heinz
(EOOT OU #A1 OAO ET O0EOOOAOOGCER O0!'h xOEOAOh c8AIl
the present, from shaping identity to engaging citizens in contemporary issues." History is what
has shaped our lives today, and much of who we are, where we live and how we live is a direct
result of events that occurred many, many years ago. Our museum is a great example of a place
that looks at the past in order to learn more about the present day. Our educators, curator and
exhibit developers ensure that our audience recognizes the relevance of history by serving as
interpreters, connectors and guides on a journey that makes the past visible for the present.

Like most museums, METC has a large collection that was the catalyst for the creation of this

museum. But also, like most modern museums, our collection reflects the interests of the

founders and their original intent when establishing this museum. With a professional staff, we

act as stewards by responsibly preserving and maintaining this material culture that was used
by the early settlers of New Jersey. But this practice, long held as the most important purpose of a museum is shifting gpid
to a philosophy of using the collection as a jumping off point and incorporating all the digital information we have at our
fingertips into exhibits and programs and asking visitors to make their own connections in any way that is relevant to them.
Museums tend to be steeped in policies, procedures and practices but we are beginning to take a different view of how we
use our collections and our exhibits and we are slowly rstructuring our values to more directly reflect the audiences needs
and wishes.

W hen we think of "history" we often think about people, places and events that

| am energized by this new way of thinking about museums which should be, as far as | am concerned, community hubs,
learning labs and resource centers. The possibilities are endless and exciting and filled with a whole host of ideas that
hopefully will come just as much from our audience and visitors as it will from the staff and board. Just because we are a
history museum does not mean we only look at the lives of the people of the past. We are more interested in the lives of our
visitors, our members, our donors and friends. Engaging with our audiences can only help us learn more about each other
and about the world in which we live.So tell us, what would you like to see at METC? - Deborah Farrar Starker

T he Chair mainWisat ils @ Mtiseum?

that you visited on a class trip? Maybe a mysterious building that you never seem to

W hat image does museum bring to mind? Maybe a dim and somewhat dusty old place
get around to visiting?

Yes, those and other thoughts probably occur to all of us. And in the past, there was some truth

to it. But we live in a rapidly changing world. Internet everywhere, saturated with social media.

People walking zombiel EEA AT xT OEA OOOAAOh AOOEAA ET OEAE(
to do these days?
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thinking our mission and how we go about our business.

We are a history museum, but we no longer focus solely on the past. We acknowledge it, of course, but now we seek to relate
how our forebears lived and worked with how that history still affects us today. Our exhibits try to relate how our
contemporary lives are influenced by what came before us. And we broaden the scope of each exhibit by scheduling relevant
lectures, programs and workshops that tie in with their themes.
We try to provide programming for all ages. Combined learning and play for the toddler set? Yup. Interesting and fun
POT COAI O £ O COAAA OAEITT1AOOGe "1 6 OET OA8 (i1 x AAT 66 DOl COAI
adults? Urhuh. How about family events outside on our lawn? Check our calendar!
31 xA EAAD AAAPOEI ¢ AT A OOUET C 1Ax EAAAO8 7A80A EI OOAA EI A
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once, past and future. Come share our vision. Join in our programming and find out what a 21st century museum is all about.

- Thomas H. Judd



