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So many special friends came out in full force to celebrate with us at 

METC's 2018 Benefit Dinner on September 21.  This year we were 

thrilled to host our event at the newly renovated Park Avenue Club 

where all our guests were treated to a spectacular evening that included 

delicious food and drink, baskets filled with fabulous prizes and not one, 

but two special guests.  Thank you to Rio Clemente and Frank Esposito 

for sharing their New Jersey stories with us and helping make the 

evening such a success. Also thanks to our generous lead sponsors--

without your generosity, none of this would be possible.  Andy Boles 

and Rich Tierney of Edward Jones; Janet & Jim Foster; Deb & Isaac 

Starker; MCJ Amelior Foundation; Nisivoccia, L.L.P; Charles Pascarella 

of Benjamin F. Edwards; Investors Bank; BASF; Morristown Medical 

Center, Atlantic Health Systems; and the Madison Area YMCA. 

Celebrating the Stories of New Jersey 
Thank you to the sponsors, donors and guests for 

your support of METCõs 2018 Benefit! 
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F r o m  t h e  D i r e c t o r :   

What a fabulous evening it was!!  METC's recent Benefit Dinner which was held on 

September 21 at the newly renovated Park Avenue Club was an exceptional way to 

celebrate the museum, its programs and mission.  Thank you to all who participated as a 

sponsor, guest, donor, partner or volunteer.  Every one of you contributed to our 

successful fundraiser which will help us provide no cost education programs to 

hundreds of people in New Jersey and enable us to continue to be a public platform for 

our community and a catalyst for education.  If you were not able to make our annual 

benefit this year, I urge you to join us next September!   Throughout this newsletter  

you will find photos of a few of our guests enjoying the evening, as well as special 

recognition for all those who contributed to the celebration. 

Indeed, I've always known how special our members and donors are, and as METC prepares to celebrate 50 

years of New Jersey history next year, I am looking forward to inviting you to join us for some very special events 

and exhibit openings.   We think we've come up with a way to properly recognize this milestone,  and we are 

pleased to officially establish The Land Society, which will recognize METC's lead supporters who make a 

significant philanthropic gift on an annual basis to METC's Annual Fund.   The Land Society was created as a 

special way to honor the museum's founders, Edgar and Agnes Land while providing an opportunity for donors to 

deepen their ongoing relationships with METC through a commitment to our Annual Fund of $2,000 or more 

each year. The Land Society will ensure that Edgar and Agnes' vision lives on through every educational program 

and every exhibit we create at METC today and in the years to come.  I invite you to consider joining others who 

wish to help us boldly embrace the exciting  future of history, education and civic responsibility at METC. 

- Deborah Farrar Starker 

The Chairmanõs Letter 

Deborah Farrar Starker, METC 

Executive Director 

Where Do We Go From Here? 

Change is a constant. Sounds like an oxymoron, but it's really a very true statement. I 

suppose each generation complains that "the kids" are changing everything, and it's going 

too fast. Always has been true and always will be. 

Change is a constant at METC. We're wrapping up our four-year exterior building 

renovation project. Inside we have remodeled our entrance area to include the new 

Madison Welcome Center and are well into the process of a complete re-do of our 

main floor permanent exhibit.  

But change isn't just renewal of physical objects. In the museum world, change is needed to keep up with the 

ongoing expectations of our newer and younger patrons. Exhibits need to be more dynamic and interactive. Our 

concepts of programming are changing to hold the interest not only of a younger audience but also of new 

audiences that we have not reached before. 

Welcome to our ever-changing view of the history of the lifeways of our forebears. Their stories have been told, 

but we can make them more dynamic and more connected to the fast-moving world we live in. So please visit our 

beautiful 19th century building and its 21st century view of history. We'll be watching for you. 

- Thomas H. Judd 

Thomas H. Judd, METC Board Chair 


